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IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please replace the abstract at page 30 with the following rewritten abstract: 
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A diffraction element (3) is interposed between a semiconductor laser (44) and 

collimator lens (i3). Other diffracted light than zero-order light output from the diffraction 

element (3) will not be focused on an optical recording medium and the amount of light 

condensed to the focus of the zero-order light is thus smaller. The diffraction element (3) is 

variable in diffraction efficiency. When the diffraction efficiency of the diffraction element 

(2) is raised, an optical pickup device fl) will utilize the light with a lower efficiency. With 

the diffraction efficiency being lowered, the optical pickup device (i) will utilize the light 

with a higher efficiency. Thus, the optical pickup device (A^ can utilize the light with a 

variable efficiency without having to being designed larger. 
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